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Madam President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

Relying on the findings and recommendations put forward by the Special Rapporteur in her
report to this 47t" session, the CIOMAL Foundation, on behalf of the Sovereign Order of Malta,
wishes to submit the following concrete proposal:

Setting up special bodies at national level dedicated to persons affected by leprosy and their
families, providing economic inclusion through microcredits, adequate housing and scholarship
grants.

These country bodies would be run in a tripartite way: public sector, private sector and advocacy
associations within the national leprosy programs. They would be responsible and accountable
for planning, funding, fairly allocating the resources and monitoring the implementation of the
programs.

The CIOMAL Foundation has been able to manage such programs on its own for many years and
believes that pooling resources would generate a much larger impact.

Benefits: fighting discrimination in the access to decent livelihoods and key fundamental goods,
empowerment, fostering dialogue among local stakeholders and finally reasonable funding costs.

Could the Special Rapporteur consider supporting this concept and would she recommend it to
all stakeholders?

Thank you for your attention.



